East Fishkill Rail Trail Links

An Ask, Accompanied by Background w/ More Twisted Sub-Plots
Than A Soap Opera

January 28, 2021
Michael O’Brien
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e East Fishkill Rail Links Task Force
e Stormville
* Hopewell ...Act 1
e A Cataclysmic Event
 Hopewell...Act 2

* The Ask (Again)



The Ask:

* How do we improve the Rail Trail as a commuter
artery?...How do we get more people to use it to get
to work? ....To go shopping?

* Bus connections?
e Connecting bike lanes?

Why? East Fishkill is pursuing grants that incent improved
utilitarian use.



Background — Act 1, Scene 1

e In 2021, the new Maybrook Trail will link to the existing Stienhaus Dutchess
Rail Trail, which will:

e Greatly increase the pedestrian & bicycle traffic on the trails — Estimate is 100K
pedestrians annually.

e Change the use pattern; Hopewell is the start of the trail, so current profile is
predominantly people beginning a ride. With Maybrook, we will have through-
travelers — without cars at their disposal - who will want services & hospitality.

e East Fishkill wants to capitalize on this pedestrian traffic - We
want to provide links to enable people to leave the rail trails and

visit restaurants and shops in the town.

* Increased pedestrian traffic will not only improve the business
environment, but also add character and a sense of place to East Fishkill’s
hamlets.
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A Subplot — The Hopewell Hamlet Makeover

* Vision: Hopewell is currently a cluster of independent strip malls,
with no sense of place. The town is seeking to revitalize the hamlet
by improving and expanding walkability, pedestrian access to hamlet
from Rail Trail, and overall circulation, making it a destination where
people can stroll, shop and dine.

e Governor’s Boulevard Extension w/ Roundabouts — (Chart 8)
 Roundabouts to calm traffic and allow pedestrians to visit multiple places.

e Direct link from 290-home Hopewell Glen, allowing residents to walk into the
hamlet.



Governor’s Boulevard

Extension



Meanwhile, in a small village in Upstate New York...

Actl -
Scene 5






Act 2 —Scene 1 — The Cataclysmic Event

 Route 82 Bridge Removal - Bridge over the rail trail will not be
replaced; Route 82 will cross the rail trail and tracks at grade.

e East Fishkill is seeking: a new roundabout at Beekman Road and two pocket
parks at the intersection that include: Benches, Water fountains (for both
people and pets), Bike racks, a Bus stop, Signage highlighting history and local
shopping and dining.

e Potential: Rest rooms.

e Seeking grant money for: Parks & Sidewalks. But, NYS DOT design is at

inception, so understanding what is in and out there is first step.



Route 82 Bridge Replacement Streetscape Park

@ Intersection of 82 & Rail Trail.

e Sidewalks — on both sides of road

* Bicycle Racks
‘ * Benches
* Signage
* Historic
* Nearby hamlet businesses
* Fountain — Drinking, bottle fill & pet
trough

* Landscaping

e Ask: Park would be funded by grants &
private donations (for signage). NYS
DOT just starting the project . ng. We
could also raise money by selling
signage space.

Update: 12/23 discussion w/ Andy Beers (NYS Rail Trail) — “Our only directive at this point is to ensure there is a safe
crossing for the public — be it a bridge, a crosswalk, or a light. ”



Owns Trail & property surrounding Depot
David Whalen, deputy commissioner of public
works. 486-2059
dwhalen@dutchessny.gov.

Rail Trail Links Task Force

Creating links from trail to town
Supervisor D’Alessandro / Michael O’Brien

376 Option .
Link from Depot to Route 376 Controls schedule fo'r demolition and
(& Village) excavation.

Lance MacMillan / Sandra Jobson

East Fishkill Businesses -
Impacted by traffic flows

W

East Fishkill Business Forum
East Fishkill Rotary

to schedule for Maybrook Opent
Mark Mannix - Mannix@mnr.org
Rail yard adjoins bridge site; driveway
passes beneath the bridge
Deborah Cook- Deputy Counsel

Greystone deborah.cook@greyco.com
540.359.7078

NYS Rail Trai

Manage Maybrook Trail beneath bridge
Andy Beers
Andy.Beers@hudsongreenway.ny.gov

Route 82 Bridge Project Stakeholders


mailto:Mannix@mnr.org
mailto:eborah.cook@greyco.com

The Ask:

* How do we improve the Rail Trail as a commuter artery?...How do we
get more people to use it to get to work? ....To go shopping?

e Bus connections?
e Connecting bike lanes?
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